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Habitat Type Purch.& Ease.

Lease 
&

Sponsor. Man. Agree. Total

Complex
(9,200 ac) 9,033 2,665 1,703 13,401

Non-Complex
(800 ac) 841 15 0 856

Plus-Up
(1,500 ac) 881 0 0 881

Total 10,755 2,680 1,703 15,138



PRRIP Complex Habitat
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PRRIP Non-Complex Habitat
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Thank You & 
Questions!



Water Action Plan 
and

North Platte Chokepoint 
Updates

Seth M Turner, PE

PRRIP Adaptive Management Plan Reporting Session

February 16, 2021
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WAP Update Report:  
First Increment Progress, 2007-2019
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Status of Program Water Projects
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Other Controllable

130,000 AFY

80,000 AFY

3 Initial State 
Projects

Water Action 
Plan Projects

120,000 AFY

114,120 AFY

5,880 AFY

15,880 AFY

Project Score [AFY]

3 Initial State Projects 80,000

6 Active WAP Projects (Accepted) 14,170

5 Active WAP Projects (Estimated) 19,950

TOTAL = 114,120

Score analysis for CPNRD and NPPD recharge 
projects is in progress.



Controllable vs Uncontrollable
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Non-Controllable

Storage -
Controllable

Retiming -
Controllable

Retiming -
Uncontrollable
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Recapture 
Well Network 
Pilot Project
• Controllable element 

of recharge projects
• Operational 

flexibility

• Increases efficiency

• Phase I – Pilot scale 
network of 7 wells

• Phase II – Expanded 
regional network



Water Action Plan – Next Steps

• Need ~6,000 AFY to reach 120,000 AFY

• 3 potential future projects
• Controllable water supplies
• Combinations provide flexibility
• Buffer for active WAP projects

• Nebraska grand water bargain
• Recharge + storage water projects
• Long-term funding
• Exceed 120,000 AFY on paper

• On track, but 2021 is pivotal
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Project Score [AFY]

Recharge Recapture Project(s) 8,000

North Platte Irrigator Lease(s) 2,500

CNPPID Storage Lease 6,600

TOTAL = 17,100



North Platte Chokepoint
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North Platte Chokepoint Flow Test
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NWS Flood 

Stage River Stage

Rating Curve 

Discharge

[ft] [cfs]

Minor 6.0 1,930

Moderate 6.5 2,770

6.63 3,000

6.75 3,250

Major 7.0 3,760

• Objectives
• Increase minor flood stage from 6.0 ft to 6.5 ft

• Evaluate State Channel Berm under high flows

• Operations
• Involved USFWS, CNPPID, NWS, NDNR, etc

• EA release July 13-24, 2020

• Data collection and observations at stages from 
6.0 ft to > 6.5 ft



Chokepoint Test Outcome
• Evaluate performance of restored State Channel Berm under high 

flow conditions
• Performed as designed

• Did not observe water in the N. River Rd & N. Washboard Rd area

• Minor overtopping of low spots in berm, will evaluate maintenance needs
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May 25-26, 2016
Stage = 6.39 ft – 6.48 ft

July 24, 2020
Stage = 6.52 ft

vs



Chokepoint Test Outcome

• Increase minor flood state from 6.0 ft 
to 6.5 ft
• NWS declared that observed impacts at 

Red Fox Lane and Darlene Road 
properties rose to level of “threat to 
property.”

• Per NWS July 29 letter, “flood categories 
will remain the same for the gage on the 
North Platte River, at North Platte.”

• Flood stage impacts definitions revised to 
reflect observations.

• EA release to remain limited by flow 
capacity at 6.0 ft
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North Platte Chokepoint – Next Steps

• Chokepoint Test Report finalized December 2020

• Options to consider
• Large-scale engineering solutions

• Property buyouts

• Modify the Program Document

• Work within existing flood stage and capacity constraints

• Reconvene Chokepoint Planning Workgroup (late Feb, early March)

• Recommended actions to be reviewed by WAC and GC

• Up to $10k budgeted for vegetation control measures in 2021
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Annual Flow Summary, 2020

Scott Griebling, Water Resource Engineer
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Lake McConaughy EA Storage, 2020
EA 2020

Starting Volume: 164,807 AF
Ending Volume: 153,040 AF
Releases: 109,307 AF
Accruals: 110,172 AF (54,915 AF SNI, 
55,257 AF transfers)
Losses: 12,632 AF 
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